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equivalent to the May-tree, May-bough, or May-doll, which is
carried from house to house by children begging. Both are
representatives of the beneficent spirit of vegetation, whose
visit to the house is recompensed by a present of money or
food.

Often the leaf-clad person who represents the spirit of
vegetation is known as the king or the queen ; thus, for
example, he or she is called the May King, Whitsuntide
King, Queen of May, and so on. These titles, as Mann-
hardt observes, imply that the spirit incorporate in vegeta-
tion is a ruler, whose creative power extends far and wide.1

In a village near  Salzwedel   a  May-tree  is  set  up  at
Whitsuntide and the boys race to it; he who reaches it first
is king ; a garland of flowers is put round his neck and in
his hand  he carries a  May-bush, with which, as the pro-
cession moves along, he sweeps away the dew.     At  each
house they sing a  song, wishing  the  inmates good  luck,
referring to the "black cow in the stall milking white milk,
black hen on the nest laying white eggs," and begging a gift
of eggs, bacon, and so on.2    At the village of Ellgoth in
Silesia a ceremony called  the   King's Race is observed at
Whitsuntide.    A pole with a cloth tied to it is set up in a
meadow, and the young men ride past it on horseback, each
trying to snatch away the cloth as he gallops by.    The one
who succeeds in carrying it off and dipping it in the neigh-
bouring Oder is proclaimed King.3    Here the pole is clearly
a substitute for a May-tree.     In some villages of Brunswick
at Whitsuntide a May King is completely enveloped in a May-
bush.    In some parts of Thuringen also they have a May
King at Whitsuntide, but he is dressed up rather differently.
A frame of wood is made in which a man can stand ; it is
completely covered with  birch boughs  and  is surmounted
by a crown of birch and flowers, in which a bell is fastened.
This frame is placed in the wood and the May King gets
into it.    The rest go .out and look for him, and when they
have found him they lead him back into the village to the
magistrate, the clergyman, and, others, who have to guess
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